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Welcome
Welcome to our Winter 2018 production of “The
Steamie” by Tony Roper.
The Barony Players originally performed this play in
the year 2000 and as it’s such a favourite with our
audiences we decided that it was time to perform it
again.
The original production of The Steamie was written by
Tony Roper in 1987. He showed the script to all the major
theatres in Scotland – who rejected it because 'nothing
happened in it'. It was then taken up by actress Elaine C
Smith and Wildcat Stage Productions and was directed by
Alex Norton (of Taggart fame). Songs by David Anderson
were added and it was a surprise success, and since then
has been revived many times, most recently for its 30th
Anniversary Tour. A television version followed for
Hogmanay 1988, and starred Eileen McCallum, Dorothy
Paul, Katy Murphy, Sheila Donald and Peter Mullan.
It is a firm favourite and we’re delighted to be bringing it
back to The Barony.
Our cast and crew have worked tirelessly to bring this
production together and we hope you all enjoy it.
Since you were last here, we have had a new heating and
hot water system put in which means that we can now
keep the theatre at a constant temperature and have hot
water backstage – a major investment from our own
savings.

We can only do this with your support – every time you
buy a ticket you can be sure that 100% of it will be
invested back into the running and maintenance of the
building.
We have been fortunate in securing a number of grants
over the past six months which will be used to continue
our programme of improvements; including improvements
to the theatre frontage, a system for creating a black box
on stage and the creation of a new costume store.
So, keep coming along and you’ll be sure to see changes
happening before your eyes.
As always you can keep up to date with what’s going on
by following us on Facebook and Twitter, checking out
the website www.baronyplayers.co.uk or by joining our
email list (send your details to
info@baronyplayers.co.uk).
Next at the Barony will be Stage Door Productions’ Panto
“Dick Whittington”.
We’re delighted to announce our Spring production will
“Hobson’s Choice” by Harold Brighouse in May 2019.
If it’s not too soon may we Wish You All A Happy
Christmas!

Wendy Turner
Chair – The Barony Players

A Short History of The Steamie

1730
‘It is recorded that in the early 18th Century Glasgow
provided a washing-house on the banks of the Clyde, and the
following description of this establishment appears in the
annals of Glasgow dated 1730.
“In 1730, during the time that Peter Murdoch, Esquire, was
Provost, the Public Washing-house was erected: a lead
watercourse was afterwards taken from the Camlachie Burn
for driving the machinery by which water was forced
(pumped) from the river into the Washing-house.
The Washing-house accommodates 200 Washers. The
Tacksman provides Hot and Cold Water, 100 large and 80
small Tubs and 100 Stools to any persons who choose to
apply for them, in consideration of the following Dues, viz:
Hot and Cold Water for a Day’s Washing for one person,
without the use of Tubs and Stools, Fourpence.

Do for One Half-Day’s Washing for one person without the
use of Tubs and Stools, Threepence. One Day’s Washing
Tub, One Penny. One Day’s use of a small Tub or Boyne,
One Halfpenny. When two persons use one Tub an
additional charge is made for Hot Water of Three Halfpence
per Day. Do for one Half-Day, One Penny. Three pails of
Warm Water for sinding (rinsing) One Penny, Boiling clothes
in large Boiler (one hour) Eightpence, do small Boiler (one
hour) Fivepence. Clothes, if kept in the washing-house all
night at the risk of the Tacksman, to pay, per Boyneful, One
Penny. Persons injuring the Tacksman’s Tubs or Stools by
accident or otherwise, are to pay a reasonable sum for
repairing them.”
The Tacksman referred to in the extract was a tenant or
lessee who paid the Corporation an annual rental of £300 for
which sum he had full control of the establishment.
It will be apparent that this establishment was run purely as
a business concern and not considered in any way as a
necessary rate-aided services as Public Laundries are
today.’
(Institute of Baths Management Students Manual No.5 Baths
Administration)

1742
‘There was in existence in Glasgow, a Public Wash House
which was erected on ‘The Green’, where ‘Tubs, Stools and
Hot Water’ were supplied at moderate charge. At the
beginning this establishment was for a few years run by the
‘Master of Works’’, but was later hired out to ‘Tacksmen’
who, judging by the periodical changes which took place,
had difficulty in making a success of it.’ (Teasdale Chapter
5)

1800
‘The first Public Baths in Glasgow were erected in 1800 by
a philanthropist, Mr. William Harley, and were situated in
Baths Street at the head of Nile Street, and consisted of
four small Swimming Baths (cold water only) and five
stretching Baths for men and five for women.’ (Teasdale
Chapter 5).

The Steamie in Bo’ness

As part of the research for the play I asked via Facebook
for memories of the “steamies” in Bo’ness.

“ I think there was one at Grangepans !! ”
“ Don´t know if there was a town one, but I remember in
Forthbank Terrace there was a communal steamie, in the
back corner ”
“ I met a lovely lady called May who was crowned
the Bo’ness Fair Queen 1936.
She told me how at Corbiehall they had two wash houses
and on a Friday night the boys were washed in one and the
girls in the other one. The Fair een was only time they had a
bath on a Thursday night. ”

“ There was one at Forthbank Square was washed in it
more times than I care to remember great times ”
“ The Auld block in Castleloan had wash hooses, ma Mither
used the bottom yin, LOL I got scrubbed in the big sink
often”

“ The more I think about it ´there wiz a wash house up
above the Store shoe shop in South Street, next to or near
the Store Offices/Bank, remember there was like a wee
square up there, and the drying green was up the hill behind
them. ”

“ I remember the wash hoose in Corbiehall it was always
busy I remember the big wringers. ”
“ There was a wash house at auld dookit brae in the late
50s and 60s – remember my mother using it. ”
“ I have heard stories about the shared wash house at the
Miller Pit - heard that the kids had their baths in the water
when the washing was done.”

Cast

Mrs Culfeathers – Steph Ferguson
Steph has been a member of the Barony for a
long time now, and has appeared in lots of
different roles on and off the stage. This play
has been on Steph’s radar for a while now. She
cannot wait to bring new life into “The Steamie”
and hopes that you have all had yer “mince and
tatties” the night. Let’s have a rare “terr” this
Hogmanay.
Magrit – Moira Davies
Moira Davies returns for her third production
with the Barony Theatre and is thrilled to be
playing the role of Magrit in The Steamie. Moira
has previous experience of playing a cleaning
role when she was cast as a cleaning
supervisor, also called Margaret, when she first
started out, in a local short film “Life’s Too
Short”. Moira originally hails from Fife and has
appeared in several Theatre productions.
Notable Theatre credits = ‘Elaine’ in ‘One Good
Beating’, ‘Ysabell’ in ‘Mort’, ‘Helga Ten Dorp’ in
‘Death Trap’, ‘Chief Operator’ in ‘Sorry Wrong
Number’. Moira also enjoys TV and short film
work and was recently cast in ‘Little Miss Red’
where she plays a feisty Irish mother. She has
studied acting at Carnegie College and the
Royal Scottish Conservatoire.

Doreen – Lauren Scott

Cast

Lauren has been a Barony Player for over 10
years and has played a variety of roles in this
time. She is delighted to be playing Doreen – a
part she has waited a long time to tick off her
bucket list. The Steamie has been her favourite
play since high school, and she can’t wait to
help bring it to life along with her fellow “Pals”!!!
She hopes you enjoy the play and would like to
thank her family, husband and children for their
continued support.
Dolly – Claire Withnell
Claire has been a member of The Barony
Players since 2016 when she joined to play Mrs
Fox in Dad’s Army. Last year she played the
Angel Gabriel, and has enjoyed working again
this year with some of her classmates from Flint
St. Claire is a long standing member of LAMP,
where she has recently been part of the
production team. She has thoroughly enjoyed
immersing herself in the part of Dolly, and
bringing her banter to the stage! She hopes you
enjoy the show!
Andy – Jamie Wright
Jamie is approaching his 10th year with the
Barony, having joined in December 2008 and
debuted with 2009s The Holy Terror. Having
studied The Steamie at High School, his initial
impression of it was not good, but having read it
again, he now loves it. So desperate to win the
part of Andy, he even opted to cut his long hair
short during the auditions to look the part. Away
from the Barony stage, Jamie can be found
behind a drum kit with his 3 bands, or engaging
in his passion for board and role-playing games.
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