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Next Production 

Committee 

Chair: Wendy Turner 
Secretary: Kathryn Markey 
Treasurer: Jennifer Smith 
Members: Sandra Bain 
 Roddy Bain 
 Tom Keeble 
 Sheena Keeble 
 Liny Mullins 
 Michelle Rolfe 
 Jean Watt 

NEWSLETTER 
!

Under Tom Keeble’s excellent direction, The Barony Players’ production of 
My Boy Jack in November delighted our audience. A very poignant story 
about Rudyard Kipling’s search for his son, Jack, who went missing in action 
in the Battle of Loos in 
September 1915.  

The cast were outstanding 
without exception. particular 
credit has to go to Euan 
Aitken, at only 16 years of 
age, who played the young 
John Kipling so well. A truly 
difficult character and 
situation to have to play at 
such a young age. He did us 
all very proud indeed. 

My Boy Jack success

AGM - Trustees 
We have now successfully transferred to 
become a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO). 

Our first full AGM as a SCIO will be 
held on 14th June at The Barony Theatre. 
Anyone interested in becoming a 
member of the Board of Trustees (what 
used to be our Committee) - we would be 
delighted to hear from you.

David Hayman 

David Hayman, our Patron, came to the theatre on 11th February to perform his new 
one man show “The Cause of Thunder” by Chris Dolan. This 60-minute monologue 
saw David revisit the character of Bob Cunningham. In this play, we see Bob at the 
point of possible retirement, in his local pub, mulling over a letter saying that he’s now 
eligible to hang up his marching boots. David entertained a full auditorium with this 
witty and poignant story. David once again delivered a masterclass in how to hold the 
audience in the palm of your hand. The play was followed by a lively Q&A, including 
the latest news on David’s charity “Spirit Aid. We raised £300 for “Spirit Aid” with an 
end of show collection. David then signed copies of the script for “Pitiless Storm and 
The Cause of Thunder”. David was delighted to see us all again and we appreciated 

him coming back to see all the progress we have made.

The Real Inspector Hound & Turning Point 

On 31st May - 3rd June we will be performing 2 plays : The Real Inspector Hound, with which 
we entered the SCDA one-act play competition with and Turning Point a short play written 
and directed by local writer, Judy Barker. 

The Real Inspector Hound: The plot follows two theatre critics named Moon and Birdboot 
who are watching a ludicrous setup of a country house murder mystery, in the style of a 
whodunit. By chance, they become involved in the action causing a series of events that parallel 
the play they are watching. It is a parody of the stereotypical parlour mystery in the style of 
Agatha Christie's "The Mousetrap" as well as of the critics watching the play, with their 
personal desires and obsessions interwoven into their bombastic and pompous reviews.

Turning Point: Two middle aged sisters who live together, decide to go for a quiet Sunday 
afternoon drive. They take a wrong turn at a crossroads and in doing so, think they see 
something they shouldn’t and are witness to a sinister event. After arriving back home, the 
worried sisters try to decide what to do, and whether or not they did witness something – or 
did they?

It promises to be a fun evening of comedy mixed with murder mystery. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

http://www.baronyplayers.co.uk
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Overall aims 

• Essential internal works  - 
replace heating, 
redecoration 

• Improve access for the 
audience (level access) 

• Create a Community 
Room / additional 
rehearsal space 

• Improve access for 
performers (to Stage 
Right wings) 

• Resolve workshop & attic 
health & safety issues

There is lots of news on what has been happening on our Big Project work in the last 
few months. We have made lots of progress and huge thanks go to all of our willing 
volunteers who are helping to make this work happen.

Our main focus in under work stream A (Improvements and repairs) and we are 
delighted that through lots of fundraising and successful applications for grants and 
donations, phase A.1 & A.2 are now complete. The roof repairs have been done, the 
collapsed workshop ceiling has been fixed, new external doors installed, a new shipping 
container bought & installed, and our fire alarm, fire exit signs and external lighting 
fixed. We are currently working on repairing the walls and decorating the workroom and 
then will get it back into shape with much more space for actually building sets in! That 
will be wonderful!

Rewiring work in the perch / coffee room area has been started and we are currently 
getting quotes for the much needed replacement of the heating system. A warm and 
toasty Barony is in our sights! A lot of work has also been going into sorting through 
costumes and props as well. Anyone interested in helping then please come along any 
Monday / Wednesday - there’s plenty jobs to be done - and the kettle is always on!

The Big Project  
Latest update

Would  you like to get 
involved?

Contact Sandra Bain 
07789 500801

sandra@thebains5.plus.com

Huge thanks go to the following organisations for their kind donations:

• Linlithgow & Bo’ness Rotary - £1000 - shipping container
• Miller Homes - £ 500 - external security lighting
• Persimmon Homes - £975 - fire alarm / exit, security doors

We are also delighted to have been successful in securing funding of £5,000 from Falkirk Community Grants to progress with a 
Community Engagement exercise to investigate and understand Barony Players and local opinion on the use of The Barony 
Theatre. This work is being tendered currently and will give us much needed insight into how the future use of the building could 
benefit and support the local community.

WorkstreamA	:	Improvements	and	repairs

WorkstreamC	:	Building	work

Phase	A.1 Phase	A.2 Phase	A.3 Phase	A.4 Phase	A.5

• Immediate	roof	repairs

Phase	C.1 Phase	C.2 Phase	C.3 Phase	C.4 Phase	C.5

• Detailed	architect	
drawings

• New	Community	Room
• Guttering	and	drainage
• Coffee	Room	/	Bar

• Replace	ceiling
• Rewire
• Redecorate
• New	carpet

• New	frontage/level	access
• Replace	roof	slates
• Repair	roof	trusses

• New	actors’	corridor	 to	
stage	right	wings

• New	workshop	room
• Level	and	tarmac	car	park
• Mark	parking	bays

• Fix	kitchen	hot	water	supply
• Repair	workroom	ceiling
• Repair	fire	alarm,	fire	exit	
lighting	&	hang	remaining	
internal	fire	doors

• Replace	exterior	floodlights
• External	security	doors
• Enlarge	loft	access	@perch
• Purchase	20ft	Storage	
Container

• Upgrade	boiler	/	heating	
system

• Replace	pipework
• Pipe	hot	water	to	actors’	
kitchen	and	toilets

• Upgrade	sound	system
• Rewire	in
• Perch	to	stage
• Coffee	room	&	Foyer

• New	carpet	in
• Auditorium
• Foyer

• Additional	attic	lighting
• Replace	dimmer	packs
• New	stage	lighting
• New	security	system

• Rewire	in
• Auditorium

• Replace	ceilings	&	
redecorate
• Green	room
• Auditorium
• Foyer
• Perch

• Redecorate	stage	corridor

~	£2.5k £6k ~£40k ~£13k ~£46k

~£9k ~£100k ~£360k ~£20k ~£125k

Phase	B.1 Phase	B.2

• Feasibility	study	–
establish	community	
need

• Community	engagement	meetings
• Progress	updates

WorkstreamB :	Community	engagement	&	communication
Phase	B.3

• Increasing	community	use	of	the	building

mailto:sandra@thebains5.plus.com
http://www.baronyplayers.co.uk
mailto:sandra@thebains5.plus.com
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Fundraising
We have made huge strides in raising money to enable us to progress with the building 
repair and improvement works in the last few months. Our next target is to raise funds to 
complete the rewiring work (partially raised), complete the replacement of the sound 
system and most importantly to us all - replace and upgrade the heating system. Our 
estimate for these works is £40k and our aim is to raise 20% of this total (~£8,000) 
through our own fundraising initiatives. The remainder will be secured by targeting 
relevant carbon trust grants and funds that are available to us. We have been offered the 
possibility of an interest free loan from Resource Efficient Scotland to expedite the 
heating system replacement.

One very simple and effective way you 
can help is to register online for 
easyfundraising.org.uk. All you 
need to do is register, select the Barony 

Players as your chosen charity and then when you shop online as normal, you 
visit the retailer’s site by going through easyfundraising site (or there is a 
nifty toolbar you can use). Anything you buy, the retailer will donate a small 
% to our charity. We have raised over £340 so far through 22 members 
regularly using the site. It costs you nothing - please do look into it and 
register.

The Money Boxes are continuing to come in and we 
have raised £370 so far. So keep them coming in. There 
are plenty at the theatre to pick up if you don’t have 
one. You can pick up/drop off filled Money Boxes from 
the Theatre on any rehearsal night (definitely on Wednesday nights).

The £100 Note draw that we ran during October / November raised £384 and again the Grangemouth 
pop-up charity shop was a roaring success, securing us over £2,200 straight into funding Barony repairs and improvements. 
We had so much fun running the shop - all volunteers really enjoyed their time helping. A huge thank you to all the volunteers 
- we couldn't do this without you.

How to donate  
1. Online via Charities Aid Foundation

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/
donatesteps.aspx?
beneficiarycampaignid=3499

2. Direct Bank Transfer
3. Cash/Cheques made payable to The 

Barony Players dropped into the 
donation collection  boxes at the 
theatre.

• Volunteer some time to support 
fundraising events 

• Donate unwanted items to the 
Barony eBay shop / pop-up shop 

• Place money boxes at work, home etc 

• Follow us on Facebook and share the 
fundraising events 

• Spread the word - get as many 
friends / family along as possible 

• Distribute flyers and brochures to 
potential donors

How can you help?

£53,500

£2,500

£10,000

£30,000

£50,000

27	Apr	17	- £16,555

£8,500

£20,000

£40,000

£13,500

A.1

A.2

B.1

A.3

2017

31st May - 
3rd Jun Production

The Real Inspector Hound & Turning 
Point , The Barony Players

14th Jun Members meeting Barony Players AGM 2017

16th - 20th 
Jun External Hire

Honk!, South Queensferry Primary 
School

18th - 21st 
July

Youth Summer 
School BYT Summer School

Nov TBA Production
The Flint Street Nativity, The Barony 
Players

1st/2nd 
Dec Concert Christmas Concert, Barony Players

13th - 16th 
Dec External Hire Pantomime, Stage Door Productions

Dates for your diary

2018

May TBA Production The Lady Killers, Barony Players

http://easyfundraising.org.uk
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
http://easyfundraising.org.uk
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3499
http://www.baronyplayers.co.uk
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Youth Theatre Spotlight on … COSTUME 
BYT are learning about all aspects of  theatre arts - in this issue they have put the spotlight on costume. Susan 
White, Barony costume mistress, answers their questions …

Once again our Barony Youth Theatre did is proud with their performance of  Sixteen in 10 Minutes or less by 
Bradley Hayward. Under the direction of Amy Grieve, our young performers gave a thought provoking 
performance of what is is like to be sixteen and the social challenges that it brings.  

With some difficult scenes about bullying and unhappy home lives, the youngsters delivered strong performances all round. 
We were delighted that two of the young members became part of the “Tech Team” and undertook the Stage Management 
during the performance as well as building most of the props and stage set.

Barony Youth Theatre

“Wow! And just like that it’s over! I am so proud of you all, 
you put on 2 great performances and you should be proud 

of yourselves for all the work you have done. “ 
Amy Grieve, Youth Theatre Director

What is the most money you have spent on a 
costume? The Spirit of Christmas Present in ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens called for a touch of 
extravagance! His cloak had 10 metres of green velvet 
and luxury white fur trimmings. He had a big bushy wig 
and beard and I made a fancy head dress out of 
Christmas decorations.  I scoured the internet for 
materials and it came in at around £75. Absolute bargain! 
What is the weirdest costume you have made? 

Sewing Sandra Bain’s home made arm stump (with 
the hand chopped off) into a chef’s jacket for 

‘The Complete Works of Shakespeare’. 
Weird, but effective. 
How do you decide how the costume 
is made? First I discuss the costume plot with the Director – they often have ideas 

about how they want the characters to look.  Then, especially if it’s a period play, I do 
loads of research about what people wore at the time the play is set.  Then I have a good 

rummage about in the theatre to see what I can use or adapt. Often, because the budget is 
really tight, I find stuff in charity shops or on  ebay.  Old curtains and bed covers are favourites 

for turning into great costumes.  
Have you ever added technology to a costume? I struggle to use my i-phone so I dread to think 

what would happen if I added technology to a costume!  I did once add a candle (fake one, of course) 
onto the hat of the Ghost of Christmas Past. 

What is the longest time you have taken to make a costume? ‘The Crucible’ is set in 
America in the late 17th Century.  I needed to make a tailored coat from scratch for Mr 
Putnam. I had it all cut out and sewn about half way when Craig, the actor, had his appendix 
out. Mark nobly stepped in but was a COMPLETELY different shape and it all had to be 
altered.  It took ages. I would guess around 20 hours all in all. 
What is the hardest part of making a costume? Good question.  Probably getting it to fit 
properly.  People come in all different shapes and sizes. 
What is the cheapest costume you've made? I’ve made many, many costumes that cost 
nothing, because I’ve ‘recycled’ existing clothing.  I did buy a men’s black woollen coat from 
the bargain rail in a charity shop for £1 and turned it into a 17th Century minister’s coat.  
What is your favourite costume you have ever made? Tituba in ‘The Crucible’.  The 
inspiration came from a piece of material my daughter brought back from Kenya, which was 
used as the headdress. I made a reversible bodice out of old material, one side clean and the 
other dirty, and a skirt from a throw I bought for £5 in Ikea. Lisa did a great job with the make 
up and Lauren was fantastic as Tituba. It all came together brilliantly.  I’ll let you into a wee 
secret though…the blouse I made never got hemmed. Once it was tucked in, who would 
know? What the eye doesn’t see……

http://www.baronyplayers.co.uk

