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Welcome 

Welcome to our Winter 2016 Production of My Boy Jack by David Haig. Written in 

1997 by actor David Haig, it tells the story of Rudyard Kipling’s search for his son 

after he goes missing during the Battle of Loos in 1915. We have a direct connection 

to this battle as the great-grandfather of one of our actors was killed at the Battle of 

Loos. This has led to many thought-provoking rehearsals. We are pleased to 

welcome back some familiar faces both on and off stage to this beautiful piece of 

theatre. Thanks go to everyone involved in bringing this production to the stage.  

You will see in our programme mention of many who have sponsored pages and 

have taken out adverts. This is an important strand of our income generation and 

we thank everyone who has contributed to this. We have also received funding 

from individuals supporting the achievement of The Big Project – our thanks go to 

them too. We were very pleased to recently receive a grant from Persimmon 

Homes towards our renovation works. Finding funding to support our renovations is 

an ongoing and time consuming process but one we think will lead to a long future 

for the Barony Theatre. Please do take a look at our Big Project leaflet to find out 

how you can help – there are many options including helping us with our 

fundraising activities. Our next fundraising will be our Pop Up Shop in Grangemouth 

Town Centre in January 2017. If you have anything you could donate as shop stock, 

please speak to someone on Front of House or email info@baronyplayers.co.uk. 

We are delighted to say that Falkirk Council have agreed to extend our lease for 25 

years and so we have a secure future in the building. As you can imagine this 

ambitious project will take some years to achieve but with the help of you our 

audience we’re confident we’ll get there. 

We have launched our new website and continue to use Social Media to extend our 

reach. Do keep an eye on our website and Facebook Page to hear about our 

activities including fundraising events. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas & New Year  

 

Wendy Turner— The Chair of The Barony Players 

www.baronyplayers.co.uk 

This page has been sponsored by: 

June and Aldo deAngelis 



Director’s Note 

Tom Keeble—Director 

Tom has been a member of the Barony Players for 

20 years, most recently playing Captain Mainwairing 

in the Players’ successful spring production of Dad’s 

Army. “Now pay attention!” This time in the role of 

Director he would like to thank the cast and all 

others involved for all the hard work and 

commitment. Tom hopes this presentation of My 

Boy Jack is well received and enjoyed by you, the 

audience. 

The Barony Players are delighted to 

be donating a percentage of all 

programme sales to  

Lady Haig’s Poppy Factory 

The original Lady Haig Poppy Factory was opened in March 1926, employing men who had been 

disabled during World War 1 to make poppies for Scotland. They currently have a work force of 40 ex-

Servicemen, the large majority of whom are registered disabled. While they are a commercial 

organisation, they are also a charity that provides dignity through work. Many of their workers have 

been with them for many years and there is a palpable feeling of the military about the place that 

provides a comfortable and secure atmosphere, for both visitors and workers alike. They work hard to 

ensure it remains primarily a happy and productive place.  

As well as the five million poppies that are handmade each year, they also produce over 12,000 wreaths 

to order. They process over 25,000 collection tins and make up and dispatch orders to Poppy Appeal 

Area Organisers all over Scotland. They also make Remembrance Crosses, Long Stemmed Poppies and 

Dress Poppies, for sale to the public via the factory. 

www.ladyhaigspoppyfactory.org.uk 



The Battle of Loos 
25 September—15 October 1915 

The first genuinely large scale British offensive action in a supporting role to a larger French 

attack in the Third Battle of Artois. British appeals that the ground over which they were 

being called upon to advance was wholly unsuitable were rejected. The battle is historically 

noteworthy for the first British use of poison gas. 

Compared with the small-scale British efforts of spring 1915, this attack of six Divisions was a 

mighty offensive indeed – so much so that it was referred to at the time as ‘The Big Push’. 

Taking place on ground not of their choosing and before stocks of ammunition and heavy 

artillery were sufficient, the opening of the battle was noteworthy for the first use of poison 

gas by the British Army and the 

first mass engagement of 

Kitchener’s new army units. The 

French and British tried to break 

through the German defences in 

Artois and Champagne and restore 

a war of movement. Despite 

improved methods, more 

ammunition and better equipment, 

the Franco-British attacks were 

contained by the German armies, 

except for local losses of ground. 

British casualties at Loos were about twice as high as German losses. 

 

Rawlinson wrote to the King's adviser Stamfordham (28 September) 

“From what I can ascertain, some of the divisions did actually reach the enemy's trenches, for 
their bodies can now be seen on the barbed wire.” 

 

The town of Loos with a “Puits Bis”  the ironwork pit winding gear. 

Lieutenant John Kipling 

Irish Guards 

1897—1915 

This page has been sponsored by: 

Red Leaf Studios, Bo’ness 

Rudyard Kipling 



A letter from the front 

Private Archibald Greig 

12th Royal Scots 

Archie Greig from Tranent  was the Great 

Grandfather of Roddy Bain, who is playing 

Guardsman Bowe in this production of My 

Boy Jack. 

Archie went missing in action on the first 

day of the Battle of Loos on 25th 

September 1915—2 days before John 

Kipling.  

This postcard was sent to his wife from the 

front lines just over 3 weeks before he was 

killed. 

“Dear Wife, 

Just a [postcard] to say I’m well and going on strong. I think we 

will be back again soon. We did all  they asked us the last time 

we were in a  pretty hot place. Hunter wishes to be remembered 

to you. Hope this finds you well. Your loving Husband, Archie.” 

British dead in front 
of a captured 
German trench; 
near Loos, 30th 
September, 1915. 
The towers of Loos 
can be seen in the 
distance.  

Casualties of the Battle of Loos 

More than 61,000 British casualties were sustained in this battle. 50,000 of them were in 
the main fighting area between Loos and Givenchy and the remainder in the subsidiary 
attacks. Of these, 7,766 men died. Casualties were particularly high among Scots units. 
Many New Army units, rushed into a battle area for the first time only a matter of days after 
landing in France, were devastated. A significant proportion of the remaining pre-war 
regular troops were lost, and more than 2,000 officers were killed or wounded. This 
irreplaceable asset in experienced men and leaders was a most serious loss to the army. 
The New Army units that had taken part in a major action for the first time had suffered 
heavily – but had shown without doubt that they were worthy soldiers. 

British infantry 
advance through 
the gas cloud on 
25th September 
1915. 



Mrs Jean Drummond Bickers 
 

in memory of her father, James Crawford, 
who won the Military  Medal for Bravery during the Somme. 

Cast Profiles 

 
Lisa Bain—Young Elsie 

This is my first year on stage with the Barony Players. I am very 

excited to be playing Young Elsie and am really enjoying being 

told exciting stories by the master storyteller Rudyard Kipling. 

My Great, Great Granddad died in the Battle of Loos two days 

before John Kipling. I am very proud of him—he must have been  

very brave. 

Christopher Carson—Young Jack 

This is my second show with The Barony Players. The first show 

was A Christmas Carol when I played Tiny Tim. I dive, play 

drums, do karate and go to cubs/scouts. In this production I play 

the memory of Jack, star-gazing. I am ten years old and am in 

Primary 6. I hope you enjoy the production. 

 Thank You 

 

 

 

 

for their sponsorship of 

The Barony Players 

01506 842365 



Graeme Snedden—Guardsman 

This is my second venture onto stage with The Barony Players 

after Dad’s Army last year, so that’s now both World Wars 

covered. I was also a WW2 soldier in a school concert so there’s 

a definite theme going on here. Enjoy! 

Cast Profiles 

 
David Todd—Mr. Franklin 

Delighted to be in my fourth Barony Players’ production in a row. 

I'm grateful to Tom and the cast and crew for their support. The 

Barony Theatre is a truly outstanding community resource and as 

I learn what being part of this community means, I am astonished 

at the hard work and commitment undertaken by the volunteers. 

Thank you for coming and supporting us.  

Ken Smith—Guardsman 

Recently retired and looking for new challenges, the opportunity 

to tread the boards for a second time was too great to turn 

down so here I am sharing the stage with a talented cast as an 

Irish soldier in this thought provoking production of My Boy 

Jack. Although another uniformed role it is in contrast to my 

debut as a German naval prisoner in the Company’s earlier 

production of Dad’s Army. What next for this budding thespian? 

Adam Aitken—Guardsman 

I’m 18 years old (the same age as Jack was when he went off to 

war). I have recently left school and am now taking an Applied 

Science course at Forth Valley College. I started acting  when I 

played the Bishop and Grantaire in Les Miserables in 2012 and I 

have performed in all the school shows up until I left school this 

year. My first Barony Players’ production was as Dick Wilkins in 

A Christmas Carol back in 2014. I’ve also played Doc in West Side 

Story and Vince Fontaine in Grease.  



Keith Hewitt—Guardsman McHugh 

I am a complete novice at the acting scene, my debut was a small part 

as Private Cheeseman in the Barony Players’ recent successful run of 

Dads Army. I am thrilled to play the gritty Irish Guardsman McHugh, I 

have really enjoyed seeing the production come together and hope you 

enjoy the play as much as me. 

Roddy Bain—Guardsman Bowe 

On a family holiday in 2012 we visited the WW1 battle site where my great 

grandfather, Archie Greig lost his life. It was on the 25th September 1915, 

the first day of the battle of Loos, and the very first time that poison gas 

was used in battle by the Allied forces that Archie went over the top and 

was later declared missing in action, presumed dead. The visit was very 

moving and since then I have continued to research this battle further and 

have come to realise how significant it was. This journey has now found 

me here, helping to bring this particular story to life. John Kipling died on 

the same battlefield as Archie only two days after him. I hope we serve 

their memory well along with the hundreds of thousands of others that 

died in this brutal war. Lest we forget. 

Andy Stewart—Guardsman Doyle 

I have been a member of The Barony Players for three years now. I 

have enjoyed playing a variety of roles, the most recent being Mr Top-

per in A Christmas Carol. When not treading the boards I like to tread 

water with my local swimming club. 

Gary Shepherd—Col. Rory Pottle 

I am looking forward to my second sojourn onto the boards following 

my ‘bucket list’ appearance in The Barony Players’ Dad’s Army as The 

Verger. Having done comedy and now a serious role I guess the only 

thing left now is a musical…..but my singing is to say the least 

questionable. 

Willie Cunningham—Major Sparks 

My Boy Jack will be my fifth play with the Barony Players and as always 

has been a joy to prepare for. This is the most thought provoking piece 

I have been involved in to date. We all have knowledge of that period 

and some vague understanding of what it must have  been like. But 

pieces like this place actor and audience closer to that reality, and 

bring us that bit closer to the reality of that time.  



Cast Profiles  

Steve Corrall—Rudyard Kipling 

This is my second appearance with The Barony Players, having previously 

appeared in Dad’s Army. It has been great fun working with the team on this 

production. The contrast between the sleepy Middle-England scenes and the 

trenches is thought provoking. Rudyard may have been a cold fish but he was 

a man of his time and a literary giant. My sons, however, nervously await 

their call up letters, the house reeks of pipe smoke, and my wife threatens to 

leave if this tash stays!  

Lauren Scott—Carrie Kipling 

I have been a member of the Barony Players for over 10 years and am excited 

to be back on stage this year. I have played a variety of roles, the most recent 

being Tituba, the Barbadian slave, in The Crucible. This week however I am 

relishing having a more natural make-up look to play Carrie!  My favourite 

parts have been Lady Windermere (Lady Windermere's Fan), Lucille Bentley 

(The Slab Boys), Brooke (Noises Off). I hope you enjoy the performance to-

night.  

Ewan Aitken—John (Jack) Kipling 

I’m 16 years old and currently taking 5 Highers at Bo’ness Academy. I first 

started acting in Bo’ness Public Primary School in a performance of Bugsy 

Malone. I have currently been in every school show at Bo’ness Academy. My 

first Barony Players’ production was as the Poulterer’s Boy in A Christmas 

Carol. You may remember me sauntering about on stage doing the set 

changes. I have also played Baby John in West Side Story, Roger in Grease and 

Thenardier in Les Miserables. 

Molly Ferguson—Elsie Kipling 

I first started acting aged seven in a local club. Since then I have gone on to 

take part in many shows with The Barony Players including The Wyrd Sisters, 

A Christmas Carol  and Tally's Blood. I have also taken part in musicals such as 

Oliver!, Les Miserables and We Will Rock You. I am very excited to play the 

role of Elsie in My Boy Jack as she is a very strong character who is not afraid 

to stand up for what she believes in . 

A funny thing happened on the way to the pub… Bob Cunningham thought 

he saw a man ascend into the sky.  

It’s two years after the referendum, and Bob Cunningham has stuff on his 

mind: whether or not to take early retirement; politics, of course, and what to 

do about the No vote, Brexit, Corbyn, the refugee crisis… that weird thing 

about rising into the heavens… and not forgetting the letter from Ethel, his ex.  

It puts him in storytelling mood - Bob’s one of life’s raconteurs - all the while 

trying to decide what to do about retirement and the onset of old age, and 

whether his life’s work is done. Is he finished? Can he come to terms with his, 

and his country’s, past, and future?  

Follow-up to The Pitiless Storm, performed by David Hayman, written by Chris 

Dolan, directed by David Hayman Jr. 

11th February, 2017 

The Barony Theatre, Bo’ness 



Cast List 

Rudyard Kipling Steve Corrall 

Carrie Kipling Lauren Scott 

John (Jack) Kipling Euan Aitken 

Elsie Kipling Molly Ferguson 

Major Sparks Willie Cunningham 

Col. Rory Pottle Gary Shepherd 

Guardsman Bowe Roddy Bain 

Guardsman McHugh Keith Hewitt 

Guardsman Doyle Andy Stewart 

Guardsmen Ken Smith 

Graeme Sneddon 

Adam Aitken 

Young Elsie Kipling Lisa Bain 

Young John Kipling Christopher Carson 

Mr. Frankland David Todd 

Narrator John Smith 

This page has been sponsored by: 

Lester Long B.D.S. 

Production Team  

Director :  Tom Keeble 

Assistant to Director :  Betty Millar 

Prompt:  Kathryn Markey 

Stage Manager:   Steph Ferguson 

Costume & Props: Khaki Devil, Lichfield Costume Hire, Susan White, Sandra Bain 

Make-up:   Lisa Hagart 

Weapons:   Khaki Devil 

Lighting:  Richard Ferguson 

Sound:   Jeni Adamson 

Pyrotechnics: Jake Matheson 

Technical adviser:  Duncan Waterston 

Set design & build: Tom Keeble, Billy Keeble, Richard Ferguson,  

   Arthur Berg, Carter Ferguson  

Set painting & artwork: Megan Lyall 

Poster design: Connie Smith 

Publicity : Connie & John Smith, Michelle Rolfe 

Programme & Box Office: Sandra Bain 

Front of House:  Sheena Keeble and team 

Raffle Prizes can be collected from the Foyer at the end of the play 

INTERVALS  

There will be one interval. The Bar and Coffee Room will be open.  

Ice creams will be on sale at the interval. 

This page has been sponsored by: 

Lester Long B.D.S. 


